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The final eNews of Term 1 2020 will be something that I think I`ll never forget writing, it`s actually played on my mind all week – 
how do I let our community know how thankful we are for their support and how proud I am at this time in history to be the 
Principal of a school displaying such resilience, innovation and respect for each other. My only means is to again comment on the 
outstanding growth that has occurred in our teaching strategies, technological knowledge and collaboration, and acknowledge 
the strength of the Hollywood Primary School community. 
 
Over the past week our educators have engaged in professional learning to deepen their understanding of our online platforms 
that we will be utilising for connected learning in Term 2 2020.  Hollywood educators have worked incredibly hard to ensure that 
the learning for our students is continuous and students will be able to have access to a curriculum that continues their progression 
and growth. Our students have also stepped to the forefront, showing us their technological talents and as you will see through 
our Student Representative Councillors showing their compassion for their peers in the video uploaded today to ClassDojo. 
 
We know that elements of online learning are not ideal. We are aware that students are now spending more time in front of a 
screen and staff are considering how to reduce this, but at the same time maintain good curriculum delivery. We are also aware 
that as students don’t have the typical social breaks over the day they may not be as connected with their peers; we are looking at 
how we can connect students more over the school day. We are also aware that parents may feel a little disconnected at this time. 
This is another area that the school as a whole is looking at so that we maintain our strong relationships in what is a very different 
reality at the moment but be assured the school will be doing everything we can to ensure we support our Hollywood families.  
 
We wish each and every one of you - students, parents and staff - a peaceful Easter and school holiday break with your families. 
This will be an important time for us all to reflect, recharge and reconnect. We have no doubt that the situation will continue to 
evolve over the next few weeks and we will be in touch once again, should any details be subject to change. 
 
Fiona McBeath 
Principal  
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Curriculum @ Hollywood 
 
Hollywood Goes Online – Connected Learning 
 
“On the surface, teaching and learning in Term 2 is going to look very different in WA schools. 
We’ll need to use different, flexible learning methods, and technology-enabled tools to 
deliver differently for our students. Underneath, the fundamentals of teaching and learning 
will stay the same. Our focus will remain on caring for our students, and supporting their 
engagement and learning growth. Our aspiration is that their achievement will not be 
disrupted by the changes we’re facing.”  

- Lisa Rodgers, Director General. Department of Education 
 

Over the school holidays, one of the first activities you might like to do with your child is 
to plan and then create your home learning environment. An environment in which your 
child feels comfortable and able to focus on learning will work best. You may have a 
regular place for your child to do their homework under normal circumstances, but this 
space may not be suitable for working in for an extended period of time. A 
space/location for extended learning should be a place that can be quiet at times and 
have a strong wireless internet signal, if possible. Above all, it should be a space where 
you or another adult is able to monitor your child's learning as much as possible. 
 
A few tips: 

- A bit of structure is good 
- a suitable desk or table to work at 
- access to the materials (stationery, work books) or technology they may need 
- a chair that they can sit on without becoming uncomfortable too quickly, but also doesn’t send them to sleep by being too 

comfortable—a properly sized and adjusted office chair is best 
- try to make the space around them fairly clear and open, removing any tripping hazards 
- think about their classroom at school and the elements of it that you can easily set up at home.  Does their classroom have 

zones where certain activities happen? For example, a mat, a story time chair and cushions, a technology zone separate from 
their work desk (with enough safe power points and cords etc to power everything they need). 
 

Reduce distractions 
- If you can, choose a room that your child doesn’t already associate with less focussed activities (probably not the television 

room), reduce clutter around them, and choose a space where they are less likely to be distracted by other household 
activities. 

- Test it out—if you notice something in the room that is distracting your child while you’re trying to keep them focussed, can 
you remove it? Or can you use it as part of the activity to engage them? 

 
Make the space comfortable 

- temperature, lighting and noise levels are all important to consider 
- consider the sizes of the chairs and desks: 

- do they match your child’s size? 
- do you need cushions or a booster on the chairs you have to raise your child to be comfortable at the desk?  
- do you need something for them to rest their feet on so they aren’t dangling?   
- is their lower back well supported? 

- is the computer screen (if you have one) at the right height with the keyboard and mouse positioned correctly? 
- is everything they need to use regularly within easy reach of their seated position?  Every time they get up is an opportunity 

to get distracted for some children, but others need to get up to stretch and burn off energy regularly. 
Work out what’s right for you and your child. Your child might like to decorate it with their school work, artwork or other 
accomplishments they are proud of so it is a positive environment that encourages them to learn more 

 
Establish a schedule 
Routines make life easier as your child will be used to them at school. Together, put together a timetable of activities that is reasonable 
for both you and your child to manage. Make sure you schedule breaks and opportunities to stretch and get some exercise. 
If you are doing a lot of time on technology, make sure you include regular breaks for no-tech times, and maybe make evenings 
technology-free after a certain time to support their health and wellbeing. 
 
Set up rules together (rewards and consequences) 
If you both understand and agree to reasonable behavioural expectations and the consequences of either meeting them or breaking 
them, life will be much easier for the whole family 
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Technology and equipment 
Suggested equipment to help with learning at home: 

- computer/device 
- accessories such as keyboard, microphone, headphones and mouse.  
- an alternative device such as an iPad can also support learning. 
- internet access 
- headphones 
- pens and pencils 
- scrap paper 
- calculator (optional) 
- ruler 
- a printer may also be useful  

 
A reminder that you will require the platforms your teacher has specified in their correspondence 
(Class Dojo, Zoom, Google Classroom). Please email me directly on 
kelly.mclagan@education.wa.edu.au if you or your child are unable to connect to their classroom 
learning platform and we will ensure we do everything we can to have you up and running as soon 
as possible! 
 
Please email or ClassDojo message your teacher directly for support regarding class work. Further to 
this you can access support for the online platforms through:  
 

 Years 4 - 6 please email Mr Shaw: ryan.shaw@education.wa.edu.au  

 Year K – 3 please email Miss Geldenhuys: robyn.geldenhuys@education.wa.edu.au  

 Google Classroom please email Mr Howman: john.howman@education.wa.edu.au 
 
Please note that our Hollywood Primary School staff cannot support your technical issues with your 
at-home devices or internet provider. 
 

 
Hollywood Parents & Citizens 
 
Canteen Closed 
At this stage the Canteen will remain closed for the start of Term 2 2020. Thank you again to Linda for staying open for as 
long as possible during Term 1 to support our Hollywood families. 
 
 
PA System is Rocking! 
The undercover area PA system has been installed in the recent 
weeks, and at a pivotal time for Hollywood in terms of being 
able to access professional learning and abide with social 
distancing. The new PA system allows the undercover to be 
transformed in to a preforming arts creative space, with 
access to Apple TV, Bluetooth connectability and wireless 
technology.  
 
The sound quality through the brand new speaker and the 
sharp images on the two 86 inch wall mounted screens have 
already made a huge difference to the quality of 
presentations. We cannot wait to put this to use with our 
students and our first whole school assembly in the future! 
 
Thank you to the Hollywood P&C who worked tirelessly last year to be able to fundraise for the undercover 
area project, raising over $65K to contribute to state of the art systems for our students to enjoy. 
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